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Study: Slave's Stay Inspired 'Uncle Tom's Cabin'
By THE ASSOCIATED PRESS
Published: September 2, 2013 at 10:58 AM ET

CHARLESTON, S.C. — A Clemson University professor is convinced
that Harriet Beecher Stowe might not have written "Uncle Tom's
Cabin" if it not for a fugitive South Carolina slave she harbored for a
night before starting the history-making novel.

The book, which fueled the
abolitionist cause and helped put the
nation on the path toward the Civil
War, was published in 1852 after
being serialized the previous year. It
became a bestselling book of the 19th
century, second only to the Bible.

Stowe mentions harboring the slave in her Maine home in a late 1850 letter to her sister.
She writes that "he was a genuine article from the 'Ole Carling State.'" While it is well-
known to historians that Stowe harbored a slave, neither her letter nor her later writings
mention his name.

Susanna Ashton, a professor of American literature at Clemson, says her research has
convinced her the slave Stowe harbored was John Andrew Jackson. He was born a slave
on a Sumter County, S.C., plantation and escaped in 1847, fleeing to Charleston and then
stowing away between bales of cotton on a ship heading north.

Ashton's conclusions appear in this summer's edition of "Common-Place," the journal of
the Massachusetts-based American Antiquarian Society.

After fleeing, Jackson settled in Salem, Mass. But when the Fugitive Slave Act was passed
in 1850 by Congress — meaning even slaves who had escaped from the South could be
returned to their owners — Jackson headed north through Maine to Canada.

Jackson later learned to read and write, went to Europe and his book "The Experience of a
Slave in South Carolina" was published in in England in 1862. After the Civil War, Jackson
made a living as a writer and lecturer.

In his book, Jackson recalls the encounter with Stowe, mentioning her by name.

"She took me in and fed me, and gave me some clothes and five dollars. She also inspected
my back, which is covered with scars which I shall carry with me to the grave. She listened

Explaining
Twerking to Your
Parents

Beauty and the
Beasts

Log In With Facebook

MOST E-MAILED MOST VIEWED

Log in to see what your friends are sharing
on nytimes.com. Privacy Policy | What’s
This?

What’s Popular Now 

Advertise on NYTimes.com

1. LOOSE ENDS
Explaining Twerking to Your Parents

2. OPINION
Squirrel Power!

3. BITS
Disruptions: More Connected, Yet More
Alone

4. PAUL KRUGMAN
Love for Labor Lost

5. Poetry Written in Porcelain

6. MAUREEN DOWD
The Adventure of Blondie and the

HOME PAGE TODAY'S PAPER VIDEO MOST POPULAR

U.S.
WORLD U.S. N.Y. / REGION BUSINESS TECHNOLOGY SCIENCE HEALTH SPORTS OPINION ARTS STYLE TRAVEL JOBS REAL ESTATE AUTOS

POLITICS EDUCATION TEXAS

FACEBOOK

TWITTER

GOOGLE+

SAVE

E-MAIL

SHARE

PRINT

REPRINTS

Subscribe: Digital / Home Delivery Log In  Register Now  HelpU.S. Edition

http://www.nytimes.com/adx/bin/adx_click.html?type=goto&opzn&page=www.nytimes.com/aponline/yr/mo/day/us&pos=Middle1C&sn2=220dd429/d72520af&sn1=a0841e58/f829d125&camp=ING_DirectSiteSearch13-1850637-nyt1&ad=DirectSiteSearch12.ROS.FEB.dart88x31&goto=http://ad.doubleclick.net/jump/N3282.nytimes.comSD6440/B7326326.2;sz=88x31;pc=nyt202539A325775;ord=2013.09.02.15.35.41?
http://www.nytimes.com/
http://www.nytimes.whsites.net/mediakit/
https://twitter.com/#!/nytnational
https://twitter.com/#!/nytnational
https://twitter.com/#!/nytnational
https://twitter.com/#!/NYTNational/nyt-national-journalists/members
http://www.nytimes.com/2013/09/01/opinion/sunday/explaining-twerking-to-your-parents.html?src=ISMR_AP_LO_MST_FB
http://www.nytimes.com/2013/09/01/opinion/sunday/kristof-beauty-and-the-beasts.html?src=ISMR_AP_LO_MST_FB
http://www.nytimes.com/gst/mostpopular.html
http://www.nytimes.com/gst/mostpopular.html
http://www.nytimes.com/privacy
http://www.nytimes.com/packages/html/timespeople/faq/social/
http://www.nytimes.whsites.net/mediakit/
http://www.nytimes.com/2013/09/01/opinion/sunday/explaining-twerking-to-your-parents.html?src=me&ref=general
http://www.nytimes.com/2013/09/01/opinion/sunday/squirrel-power.html?src=me&ref=general
http://www.nytimes.com/2013/09/01/opinion/sunday/squirrel-power.html?src=me&ref=general
http://bits.blogs.nytimes.com/2013/09/01/disruptions-more-connected-yet-more-alone/?src=me&ref=general
http://www.nytimes.com/2013/09/02/opinion/krugman-love-for-labor-lost.html?src=me&ref=general
http://www.nytimes.com/2013/09/02/opinion/krugman-love-for-labor-lost.html?src=me&ref=general
http://www.nytimes.com/2013/09/01/arts/design/edmund-de-waal-prepares-for-an-exhibition.html?src=me&ref=general
http://www.nytimes.com/2013/09/01/arts/design/edmund-de-waal-prepares-for-an-exhibition.html?src=me&ref=general
http://www.nytimes.com/2013/09/01/opinion/sunday/dowd-the-adventure-of-blondie-and-the-bloodhound.html?src=me&ref=general
http://www.nytimes.com/
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/todayspaper/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/video
http://www.nytimes.com/mostpopular
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/national/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/world/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/national/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/nyregion/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/business/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/technology/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/science/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/health/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/sports/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/opinion/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/arts/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/style/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/travel/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/jobs/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/realestate/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/automobiles/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/politics/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/education/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/texas
http://d.adroll.com/r/N34ZPOW5TRGMJKDEFHM2G4/UAZEVLFYKZGQPMOT77ULX3/02e44a92410f73fb697833358c5f88f2.re?adroll_height=90&adroll_width=728&site_url=http%3A//nytimes.com&cpm=UiSwTgAMgWgKNC2NAABCSn0s5sE29a0dIRcAyw&adroll_network=g&clickurl=http://adclick.g.doubleclick.net/aclk%3Fsa%3DL%26ai%3DCtCxWTrAkUuiCMo3b0AHKhIGAAvC21q8G6MinlJ0BpM-beRABIABQgMfhxARgyca7jNik4BGCARdjYS1wdWItNDE3Nzg2MjgzNjU1NTkzNMgBCagDAaoEowFP0FOEX_jlDWx9byspbzQundLojgIdZ2RD1rIdnkC6CTyYufpdka2AeMBemcCHhBfYmgftFWDCMd4MhilUIKRWgXh3iXLQj2-EwU3WjXbIJhbZEqqtXZfK5AA68g-2NBZH-B4Q5bipqao6yGudhvnJJnEKTgZPgMqzF6qE8d0ZFsPGsGd9G8yGC9cA6kRAGKCAIimB86FLqmSjiCovVrwXS_ZIoAYh%26num%3D1%26sig%3DAOD64_1PfHwbHghDdJI5fPXnsibDNL_XtA%26client%3Dca-pub-4177862836555934%26adurl%3D
http://www.nytimes.com/aponline/2013/09/02/us/ap-us-uncle-toms-cabin-inspiration.html?smid=tw-share&_r=1&&pagewanted=print
http://www.nytimes.com/adx/bin/adx_click.html?type=goto&opzn&page=www.nytimes.com/aponline/yr/mo/day/us&pos=Bar1&sn2=43a22ef2/82fdebee&sn1=401652c4/d53856d&camp=nyt2013_hol_labor_bar1_digi_hd_hp_ros_3KRKK_3KRKL&ad=hol_labor_reg_bar1_hp_3KRKK_3KRKL&goto=http%3A%2F%2Fwww%2Enytimes%2Ecom%2Fsubscriptions%2FMultiproduct%2Flp3K8HU%2Ehtml%3Fadxc%3D222420%26adxa%3D345762%26page%3Dwww.nytimes.com/aponline/yr/mo/day/us/ap-us-uncle-toms-cabin-inspiration.html%26pos%3DBar1%26campaignId%3D3KRKK
http://www.nytimes.com/adx/bin/adx_click.html?type=goto&opzn&page=www.nytimes.com/aponline/yr/mo/day/us&pos=Bar1&sn2=43a22ef2/82fdebee&sn1=54e193b5/7810519c&camp=nyt2013_hol_labor_bar1_digi_hd_hp_ros_3KRKK_3KRKL&ad=hol_labor_reg_bar1_hp_3KRKK_3KRKL&goto=https%3A%2F%2Fnytimesathome%2Ecom%2Fhd%2F210%3FMediaCode%3DW22EJ%26CMP%3D3KRKL%26adxc%3D222420%26adxa%3D345762%26page%3Dwww.nytimes.com/aponline/yr/mo/day/us/ap-us-uncle-toms-cabin-inspiration.html%26pos%3DBar1%26campaignId%3D3KRKL
https://myaccount.nytimes.com/auth/login?URI=http://www.nytimes.com/aponline/2013/09/02/us/ap-us-uncle-toms-cabin-inspiration.html?smid=tw-share&_r=1&
https://myaccount.nytimes.com/gst/regi.html
http://www.nytimes.com/membercenter/sitehelp.html
javascript:;


9/2/13 11:36 AMStudy - Slave's Stay Inspired 'Uncle Tom's Cabin' - NYTimes.com

Page 2 of 3http://www.nytimes.com/aponline/2013/09/02/us/ap-us-uncle-toms-cabin-inspiration.html?smid=tw-share&_r=1&

with great interest to my story," he wrote.

In Stowe's letter to her sister, the original of which is in the Beineke Library at Yale
University, Stowe notes the effect that night had on her family.

"There hasn't been anybody in our house (who) got waited on so abundantly and willingly
for ever so long. These negroes possess some mysterious power of pleasing children for
they hung around him and seemed never tired of hearing him talk and sing," she wrote.

In a recent interview, Ashton said: "Was it Jackson who was hidden by Stowe as a fugitive
in Brunswick Maine? I'm 99.9 percent sure. That seems absolutely true. I think he was an
inspiration for the novel. I think his pain touched her and helped her to act."

Ashton said after "Uncle Tom's Cabin" was published, a lot of blacks and former slaves
wanted to meet Stowe and sought her endorsement.

"She was one of the biggest celebrities in the United States and had huge political and
cultural clout," Ashton said. "It was only when I looked at the dates more closely I said
wait a minute, Jackson met her before she wrote 'Uncle Tom's Cabin.' That's how the
remarkable nature of this encounter began to unfold for me."

Stowe would later say she had a vision in a church in Brunswick — the pew is marked —
where she imagined the ending of "Uncle Tom's Cabin" and went home to write.

Ashton suggests Stowe never mentioned Jackson in her later writing because she would
have had to admit she violated the Fugitive Slave Act.

Katherine Kane, executive director of the Harriett Beecher Stowe Center in Hartford,
Conn., pointed out that critics have said Stowe, as a northerner, was writing about a
section of the country where she had little firsthand experience.

Although born in Connecticut, Stowe spent 20 years in Cincinnati, just across the river
from Kentucky, a slave state.

"I don't think we want to devalue the time in Cincinnati," Kane said, adding that Stowe
was an abolitionist who would have seen owners hiring out their slaves for work. She also
had servants in her household who were former slaves and collected stories of others
writing about slavery, Kane said.

So, did Jackson prompt Stowe to write the book?

"Quite frankly that might be," Kane said, although she noted that it seemed Stowe was
moving toward the book for some time.

"When you look at her accumulated letters from that time, you see it starting to build," she
said. "But it gives me goose bumps that Dr. Ashton has been able to identify this unnamed
person who was in the household at the time."

She added: "From the Stowe Center's point of view, we are trying to use all this history
because it's important to us all today. Here we are still talking about "Uncle Tom's Cabin"
and its impact, and the more we know about the individuals who inspired the story, the
better it is."

____

On the Internet:

Ashton essay about Stowe and Jackson: http://common-place.org/vol-13/no-04/ashton/
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